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ANOYMER EVENING AT THE CLUB

ReSPONDING PERSONALLY

esenbe how vou felt when vou lost somethyy

\ 2 valualy|e
explam what happened afterwands

ang

» \What does it mean to “save face™ Why are e
2 What ¢ 1V ar people 1o

olten

to admit error or ke responsiby iy (o
Ci

\ ] Y
nustakes and nusjudgements? Y\Wn

RESPONDING CRITICALLY

3 How does the protagonist first meet her husbangs Ho
h ! [SAN

1oe.
he win her hand n marnage? Why does he tell her does

background?
+ The madent of deahng with the lost nng is foreshad 0
K i HUOWed b
1zation carher in the story. Explain Y

5 How does the wate leel when she finds the ripg? How ¢
S oes

husband react to her discovery? Why?

6 What does the ending reveal about the couple indvidualy

ir relationship?

RESPONDING CREATIVELY
7 Wnte a letter the wife maght submut 1o a newspaper advice
columnist. Then wnite the columnsts response

8 With two other students, adapt this story for a readers the-

atre presentation. Perform the hinished script for the class

PROBLEM-SOLVING/DECISION-MAKING
9 For small group discussion: Offer your views on what the
couple did. Were they right or wrong in their choices? Give

reasons for your position

"I\\‘lli l“-\

“Multivac will have d complete
analysis of al| of you in its

files.”
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all the Troubles of the World

Jest industryon Farth centred around Muly, 1C
L:Il-n -

Ihe
the £

Aulovacs
Cyvanous ramil
g vi b reached out tendrils into every aty and wown o
Wl he ) |

sant computer that had grown in fify years unl
jcations had filled Washington, D.C 16 1he aupy
i
arhs @
parth
An arnty
yrrelated
5 [mnullt‘tl its interior while munes and factories con-

of crvil servants fed 1t data constantly and anothe

. and mterpreted the answers it gave. A corps of
army ¢
enginee .

Ced themselves n keeping 1ts reserve stocks of replacemen
sumed

15 evel ..‘nmplclc. ever accurate, ever \\ll.\l‘ulm'} nevery way
harts . R ? )
Mulovac directed Earth’s economy and helped Earths science

\fost important of all, 1t was the central clearing house of all
RE

known facts about each individual Earthman

And each day it was part of Multivacs duties 1o take the four
mllion sets of facts about individual human beings that filled i
vials anc
Corrections Department on Earth recewved the data appropriate 1o

| extrapolate them for an additonal day of time Every

its own area of jurisdiction, and the overall data was presented in

one large piece to the Central Board of ¢ OITections 1n
Washington, D.C.

Bernard Gulliman was in the fourth week of his year lerm as
Chairman of the Central Board of Corrections and had grown ca-
sual enough to accept the morning report without being fnght-
ened by it. As usual, it was a sheal of paper some six inches thick
He knew by now he was not expected to read 11, {No human
could ) sull, it was amusing to glance through it

There was the usual list of predictable crimes. frauds of all

sorts, larcenies, riots, manslaughters, arsons.
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X b He looked for one particudar heading and feh 4 ight shock an

E pnding 1t there at all, then another one at seemnyp

; AL & $

Woentnies Ny

SEN two

hut two  Two hirstedegree murders

He had n
aNe. G4 no

day mall hus term as ¢ hairman so far
Ot %
He punched the knoh ol the two-way imtercom and want

ed for
the smooth lace of lus co-ordmator w appear on the «reen
Al s Gullman “There are two Lirst-de grees this day s
there unusual problem?

No. sit’ The dark \i‘l’lll‘ll‘\ll‘lll'kl face wuh ns ‘]“];, black

e seemed restless, Both cases are quite low probabihiy
L

| know that,” said Gulliman T observed that newhey proba
ity 18 hagher than 15 percent Just the same, Muluvae has Lrep
atation to mamtamn 1 has vinually wiped out crime, and the
public judges that by us record on hirst-degree murder which Is,

ol course, the most spectacular cnime
Al Othman nodded “Yes, sir 1 quite reahize that
You also realize, 1 hope.” Gulliman said

that I don't want a
angle consummated case of it durmg my term H any other Crum

ships through, 1 may allow excuses 1f a lirst degree murder shps
through, 'l have your hide Understand?

“Yes, sir The complete analyses of the two patential murders
are already at the distnict othees involved The potential cnimunals
and vicims are under observanon. 1 have rechecked the proba
bilities of consummation and they are already dropping

Very good,” said Gulliman, and broke connection

He went back to the Tist with an uneasy feeling that perhaps he
had been overpompous. —But then, one had 1o be fum with
these permanent civil-service personnel and make sure they did
n't imagme they were running everything, including the
Chairman Particularly this Othman, who had been working with
Multivac since both were considerably younger, and had a pro
prietary air that could be infunating

To Gulliman, this matter of crime was the political chance of a
lifeume So far, no Chairman had passed through his term with
out a murder taking place somewhere on Earth, some ume The
previous Charrman had ended with a record of eight. three more
imore, n fact) than his predecessor
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Now Gulliman intende
had decided. the first Ch
Ny murder

where on Earth dunng his term Ater th
£ After
publicny that would result— H

He barely skimmed the re

d to have None He

as P0ir
dairman “'"hnm g 8 1o h(.‘ hL‘
al al} a
ny.

and the f.awmhlc

stoof lhc re
port HC -
Simateq 1,
at

nd cases of
d 11 TOSPect I
listed T nduuhlcdl_\; not all would he _P Pecuive \\111*4‘,{-_1““gq

thirty percent would be
dropping and consummations were

Multivac had added wite-be
crimes only some five years e

there were at least two thousar

consumm

€ quick]y
of prcdlcmhl'e
TABE Man was no,
anned 1o wallop hyg

As the ¢
‘ e s onvic
ed through society, women would first suff

then, eventually, none

aung 1 is |ig
arhier and the g,
‘ - ave
yet accustomed to the thoughy that if he pl

wite. 1t would be known in advance
tion perc
olat-

et fewer bruises and

Some husband-beatings were

on the hst too
ticed ‘

Gulliman ng.

Ali Othman closed connections and stared at the screen f
which Gullimans jowled and balding head had dcpan-ed Thcrrlo;::
ljotihd across at his assistant, Rafe Leemy, and said, “Wha do we

“Dont ask me. He'’s worned about just a lousy murder or twa *

“Its an awful chance trying 1o handle this thing on our own
Sull if we tell hum, he Il have a first-class fit. These elective poli-
cians have their skins to think of, so he’s bound 10 get m our way
and make things worse.”

Leemy nodded his head and put a thick lower Tip between his
teeth. “Trouble 1s. though, what if we miss out? It would just
about be the end of the world, you know."

“If we miss out, who cares what happens to us? We'll just be
part of the general catastraphe ” Then he said i a more hvely
manner, “But hell, the probability 1s only 12.3 percent. On any-
er, we'd let the probabilities nse a

thing else, except maybe murd
e could sull be sponta-

bit before taking any action at all. Ther

neous correction.”
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{ count on . said Leemy dryly »
W ouldn | was just pointing the fact out Sull. at this

confine ourselves to simple observanon
a crime hike this alone, there

L intend 10

[ suggest We
No one could plan

“ d‘\n

,mb_alnlny
he mnmcnl !
¢ accomplices )
1 e any.
AMultivac didn't name an )
) “ His voice trailed oft

_aw, Still— -
“] know: .« the details of the one cnime not included on
:

So they stared <

handed out to Gullim
qurder; the one crim
and w ondered what to do

an. the one crime much worse than

gl ¢ never before attempted in the
R

first-degre }

pustory of Multivac,

red himself the happiest sixteen-year-old n

.5 conside
Manners cons )
. aps, doubtful. But he was certainly one

palumore. This was. perh
y happiest and one of the most excited

-_he was one of the handful admitted to the galleries ol
ast, =
caring in of the eighteen-year-olds. His

be

of the
At le
{he stadium durng the sw

older brother was going to
stors' tickets and they had allowed Ben to do so, too. But

ose among all the apphcants, it was Ben who

be sworn in so his parents had apphed

for spect
when Muluivac ch
got the ucket
Two years |
big brother Michael now was the next best thing,
His parents had dressed him (or supervised the dressing, at
any rate) with all care, as representative of the family and sent

ater. Ben would be sworn i himself, but watching

huim off with numerous messages for Michael, who had left days
carlier for preliminary physical and neurological examinations

The stadium was on the outskirts of town and Ben, just bursting
with self-importance, was shown to his seat. Below him, now, were
rows upon rows of hundreds upon hundreds of eighteen-year-olds
(boys to the nght, girls to the lefv), all from the second distnct of
Balumore At varous tmes in the years, similar meetings were going
onail over the world, but this was Baltimore, this was the important
one Down there (somewhere) was Mike, Bens own brother

Ben scanned the tops of heads, thinking somehow he might
recognize his brother. He didn't, of course, but then a man came
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i the rased plattorm n front of all the crowd and Ben

out o ¢ Id :

Jooking to histen

a!«‘i‘i“'ﬂl e
“Good afternoon, swearers and guesis

The man sad, am
Randolph T Hochon charge of the Balumore ceremonyes this
And S

The <wearers have met me several tmes now duning the
rogress of the physical and neurological portions of (hyg exam;-

progress ol )

! Most of the task 1s done. but the most IMporant maer |

veatl

nation i
lelt The swearer lumsell, his personality, must go into Muluvacy
¢ s

]L'u‘hii
Fach vear, this requires some explanation 1o the young peg.

ple reaching adulthood Unul now” the turned 1o the young peo.-
ple before him and his eyes went no more to the gallery) vy
have not been adult, vou have not been individuals 1n the eves of
Muluvac, except where you were especially singled out as such by
vour p.lln‘ﬂl‘ or your government

Untl now, when the ume for the yearly up-dating of infor.
mation came, 1t was your parents who filled i the necessary
data on vou Now the time has come for vou 1o take over th;{(
duty \.ﬁuxcll It 1s a great honor, a great 1'cspnn51hl|u} Your
parents have told us what schooling you've had, what diseases.
i\ hat habus. a great many things. But now vou must tell ys 4
great deal more, your mnermost thoughts; your mos secret
deeds

This 1s hard 1o do the first ume, embarrassing even, byt 1
must be done Once 1t 15 done, Muluvac will have a complete
analysis of all of you in its files. It will understand your actions
and reactions It will even be able 1o guess with fair accuracy a
vour future actions and reactions.
" Inthis way, Muluvac wall protect you. If you are in danger of
acadent, it will know 1f someone plans harm to you, 1t will know:
If you plan harm, 1t wall know and you will be stopped 1n time so
that it will not be necessary to punish you.

“Withts knowledge of all of you, Multivac will be able 1o help
Earth adjust its economy and s laws for the good of all If you
have a personal problem, you may come to Muluivac with 1t and
with its knowledge of all of you, Multivac will be able to help you
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“Now vou wiil have many forms 1o ] out Think carefully ang
i Y anc

an Do pey hold hack
{hrough shame or caution: No one will ever know vour

except Multivac unless it becomes nec €95ary 1o learn (he
in order o protect you: And then only author

answer all questions as accurately as you ¢
ans

answers
aNswers

zed oflicials of
the
government will know

“It may occur to you to stretch the truh 4 by here
pon't do this We will find outf you do A your
gether form a pattern Il some answers are false,
the pattern and Muluvac will discover them |f

or there
ANswers puy 1o-
they will noy fy

all your answere
are false, there will be a distorted patiern of 4 type that Muliyg

will recognize So you must tell the truth *

Eventually, 1t was all over, however: the !urm»hllmg the cere-
monies and speeches that followed 1n the evening, Ben, standing
tptoe, finally spotted Michael, who was syl carrying the robes he
had worn m the “parade of the aduls " They greeted one anoth-
er with jubilation

They shared a hight supper and 100k the expressway home.
ahve and ahight with the greatness of the day.

They were not prepared, then, {or the sudden transition of the
homecoming. It was a numbing shock 10 bhoth of them 1o be
stopped by a cold-faced young man in uniform outside their own
front door to have their papers inspected before they could enter
their own house; to find their own parents situng forlornly in (he
hving room, the mark of tragedy on their faces ‘

Joseph Manners, looking much older than he had that mom-
ing, looked out of his puzzled, deep-sunken eyes at his sons (one
with the robes of new adulthood sull over his arm) and said, “|
seem Lo be under house arrest

Bernard Gulliman could not and did not read the enure report
He read only the summary and that was most gratifving indeed
A whole generation, 1t seemed, had grown up accustomed o
the fact that Muluvac could predict the commission of major
crimes. They learned that Corrections agents would be on the
scene before the crime could be committed. They found out that
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) the: icTime led 1o mevitable punishmen(

(\i
onvinced that there was no way anyone

consummation
Y /CTe L
Gradually, they wer
"
ould outsmart Multy
C

The

off And as st
Jinor crimes cou .
\nd these crimes, 00, were now shrinking in in-

ally, that even the mtention of crime fe]]
fell off and as Multivac’s capacity was
1d be added to the hst it would predict

csult was, naur
h intentions

enlarged, 1
cach morning,
[8 idence

So Gulhm
rally) of Muluva

predicting probabih
he alerted to indvidual patients who might grow diabetic n the
e alc 1

urse of the next year, or suffer an avtack of tuberculosis or grow
COUIse bl

1 had ordered an analysis made (by Multivac natu-
C& capacity (o L iLs auention o the problem of

ties of dhsease inaidence. Doctors might soon

a cancer

An ounce ol prevention—

And the report was a favorable one!
After that, the roster of the day’s possible crimes arnved and
there was not a first-degrec murder on the hst

Gulhman put in an intercom call to Al Othman in high good
humor. “Othman, how do the numbers of crimes n the daily lists
of the past week average compare with those in my first week as

chairman?
It had gone down, 1t turned out, by 8 percent and Gulliman

was happy indeed No fault of his own, of course, but the elec-
torate would not know that. He blessed his luck that he had come
in at the right time, at the very climax of Muluvac, when disease,
1o, could be placed under us all-embracing and protecting
knowledge

Gulliman would prosper by this.

Othman shrugged his shoulders “Well, he’s happy.”

“When do we break the bubble?” said Leemy. “Putting
Manners under observation just raised the probabilities and
house arrest gave 1t another boost

“Dont 1 know u?” said Othman peevishly. “What I don't know

1s why”

ISAA
“Accomplices, maybe, like You said Wy, N\ “ASimoy 27y
o M

o e ¢ o s ‘I =
the rest have 1o strike at once of Be Jost niners |y, Lrouh)e

“Just the other way around With
4 our hanq
N one

the re
LIL‘S, wh\_ St

would scatter for salety and disappear B
aren’t the ac-

complices named by Multivac?”
“Well, then do we tell Gulliman
“No, not yet. The probability

1s stll only 17 3
Y g
2 bit more drastic first.” BE

rcent l-ﬂ&- gel

Elizabeth Manners said to her younger son.
Ben.”

“But whats 1t all about, Mom?" asked Ben, e .
at this strange ending 1o what |y Lo

Yo /
U goto your room.

ad been 3 glorious day b““kmg
“Please!” -
He left reluctantly, passing through the door 1o the
walking up 1t nosily and down again quietly
And Mike Manners, the older son, the n,
the hope of the family, said n a voice
brothers, “What’s it all abour?”

Stdirway,

new-minted adult ang
and tone thy mirrored hys

Joe Manners said, “As heaven 1s my wimness. son I dont know
», » ’ ' ¢ '
1 haven't done anything.

“Well, sure you haven't done anything " Mike looked ar hus
small-boned, mild-mannered father i wonder “They must be
here because you're thinking of doing something

“I'm not.”

Mrs. Manners broke in angrily, “How can he be thinking, of
doing something worth all—all this " She cast her arm about 1
a gesture toward the enclosing shell of government men ahout the

house. “When 1 was a litle girl, [ remember the father of a friend
ol mine was working in a bank, and they once called him up and
said 1o leave the money alone and he did. It was fifty thousand
dollars. He hadn't really taken it He was just thinking about tak-
mg it They didn’t keep those things as quiet in those days as they
do now; the story got out. That's how 1 know about 1t.

“But 1 mean,” she went on, rubbing her plump hands slowly to-
gether, “that was fifty thousand dollars, filty—thousand—dollars
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Yel alf they Gied e |

aAnnng that would :
COonu down .lrhl close oll l'l\‘ hl‘l]\l"‘ ”

joc Manners «ud. eves hiled with pain, T am Ndnm“g .
¢ smallest Tswear it

Fmake v worth having a dozen, Men

ther be pl

Lrime, not even th

Mike, filled with the ¢
subconscrous, Pop. Some resentmeny

mscious wisdom ol a new adyly sau
s s,

Mavhe s something
I supenisol h

aunst vou
- 3N ™
wld want to kil him? No!

so that Twe

Wont they tell you what it1s, Pop?

His mother mterrupted agam, “No, they won't. We've el
sad they were ruming out standing in the communty jug berrig
here The least they could dos tell us what its all about so e
could hightat, so we could explam.”

and they wouldn'?”

They wouldnt”

Mike stood with his legs spread apart and his hands deep
his pockets He sad. troubled, “Gee, Mom, Multivac doesn
make mustakes.”

His father pounded his hst helplessly on the arm of the sofa *]
tell you I'm not planming any crnime ™

The door opened without a knock and a man in unmiform
walked m with a sharp. scli-possessed stnde. His face had a
glazed. official appearance. He said, "Are you Joseph Manners?”

Joe Manners rose to his feet. "Yes. Now what 1s 1t you want of
me’

Joseph Manners, I place vou under arrest by order of the gov-
ernment.” and curtly he showed his identification as a
Correcuons ofhcer “1 must ask you to come with me.”

For what reason?® What have [ done?”

“l am not at hberty to discuss that.”

“But I can' be arrested just for planning a crime even if 1 were
domg that To be arrested 1 must actually have done something
You cant arrest me otherwise. Its against the law.”

The officer was impervious to the logic. “You will have to come

with me”

ISAAC AsIMQy m

Mrs Manners shricked and fell on (e coach w
: AL Weeping hygpe
ieally Joseph Manners could not bripg himeelf vi I[ LII“ N
v ‘ Olate

drilled mto himeall hus e by acrually resisting
hung back at least, forcmg the Correcnons oflic
Jar power to drag him lorward

e code
anofhicer by, he
CT Lo se muscy

And Manners called out as he weng “But 1
’ ¥ ell me wha
AUis fusy

1 me 1 knew—Is it murder? _
tell Am | supposed 1o he l‘["“!lmq

murder™

The door closed behind him and Mike Manners, whye. |
" ! He-laceg

and suddenly fecling not the least b adul, stareq {1

door, then at his weeping mother al the
Ben Manners, behind the door and suddenly feeling e

adult, pressed his lips tightly together ang lhnuq!‘ L quite

1 he knew €X-
actly what to do

I Muluvac took away, Multivac could also gIve Ben had heen
at the ceremonies that very day He had heard this man, Randolph
Hoch, speak of Multivac and all that Multivac could do It could
direct the government and  could also unbend and help out
some plain person who came o 1t for help

Anvone could ask help of Muluvac and anyone meant Ben
Neither his mother nor Mike were in any condhtion 1o stop him
now, and he had some money left of the amount they had aiven
him for his great outing that day 1f afterward they Ionnd‘ him
gone and worried about 1t that couldn be helped. Right now, his
first loyalty was to his father

He ran out the back way and the officer at the door cast a
glance at his papers and let him go

Harold Quimby  handled the complaints depariment of the
Baltimore substation of Multivac He considered himsell 1o he a
member of that branch of the civil service that was most impor
tant of all. In some ways, he may have been right. and those who
heard him discuss the matter would have had to e made of 1ron
not to feel impressed

For one thing, Quimby would say, Mulivac was essentially an
nvader of privacy In the past fifty years, mankind had had to
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AL LS thoughts and impulses were no longer .
‘d o mner recess where anything could be b,
4 had to have something in return,

prosperity. peace, and safety, but that was g},
d woman needed something personal aq e
or surrendering privacy, and cach one go 1
man being was a Muluvac station wy,

wcknow Jedge th

ret, that 1t owne!
S N

den And mankin
Of course, it got
 Each man an
or her own reward ;

/ .ach of every nu
\\nhllrl :::t,']\\ hich he could freely enter his own problems ang
7 | or hindrance, and from which, 1

slrac

cireul -
cuons without contro

que
of minutes. he cou

wer 1d receive answers.
matte
‘m-\t any given moment,
/ / L]mn or more within Muluvac might be involved in this
_answer program The answers might not always be
hey were the best available, and every questioner
er’ 10 be the best available and had faith i That

five million individual circuits among

the quadnl
qurslu\n-‘md
certain, but 1
knew the answ

was what counted
And now an anxious sixteen-year-old had moved slowly up

the waiting line of men and women (each face in that hne illumi-
nated by a different mixture of hope with fear or anxiety or even
anguish—always with hope predominating as the person stepped
nearer and nearer to Multivac).

without looking up, Quimby took the filled-out form being
handed him and said, “Booth 5-B."

Ben said, “How do 1 ask the question, sir?”

Quimby looked up then, with a bit of surprise. Pre-adults did
not generally make use of the service. He said kindly, “Have you
ever done this before, son?”

‘No, sit.”

Quimby pomted to the model on his desk. “You use this. You
see how 1t works? Just like a typewriter Don't you try to write of
print anything by hand. Just use the machine. Now you take
Booth 5-B, and if you need help, just press the red button and
someone will come Down that aisle, son, on the right.”

He watched the youngster go down the aisle and out of view
and smiled. No one was ever turned away from Multivac. of
course, there was a}\\&}'s a cerlain percentage ol trivia: people
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who asked personal questions about theyr e,

questions about prominent personalities; o

outguess their professors or thinking it clever 1, stump N

by asking it Russells class-of-all-classes paradox ;;nd sF.] —
Muluvac could take care of all that It needed h;l .
Besides, each question and answer was hled and 1mrlncd but

ghbors oy obscene
€ge youths trving 1

another item in the fact assembly for each individua) —
most trivial question and the most impertinen. o nl ‘(.
flected the personality of the questioner, helped humanny rt:
helping Multivac know about humanity y by

Quimby turned his attention to the next person in line, a middle-
aged woman, gaunt and angular, with the look of trouble 1n her

eye.

Ali Othman strode the length of his office. his heels thumping
desperately on the carpet. “The probability sull goes up Its 22 :
percent now. Damnauon' We have Joseph Manners under actual
arrest and it still goes up.” He was perspiring freely

Leemy turned away from the telephone. “No confession vel
He’s under Psychic Probing and there 1s no sign of crime He r;m)'
be telling the truth ™

Othman said, “Is Muluvac crazy then?”

Another phone sprang to hfe. Othman closed connections
quickly, glad of the interruption. A Corrections olficer’ face came
1o life in the screen. The officer said, “Sir, are there any new di-
rections as to Manners’ famly? Are they to be allowed to come
and go as they have been?”

“What do you mean, as they have been”

“The onginal instructions were for the house arrest of Joseph
Manners. Nothing was said of the rest of the family, sir

“Well, extend it 1o the rest of the family unul you are informed
otherwise.”

“Sir, that is the pomnt The mother and older son are demand-
ing information about the younger son. The younger son 15 gon¢
and they claim he is in custody and wish to goto headquarters to

inquire about it.”
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Othman frowned and said m almost a whisper, “Younger ot
How young’

“Sixteen, sir,” said the officer

Gixteen and hes gone: Don't you know where?”

“He was allowed to leave, sir. There were no orders o Hiold
him.”

“Hold the hne. Dont move ™ Othman put the hipe

o syg-
pension, then clutched at his coal-black hair with both hands ang
shricked, “Fool! Fool! Fool!”

Leemy was startled, “What the hell?”

“The man has a sixteen-year-old son.” choked out Othman "
sixteen-year-old is not an adult and he 1s not filed independently
i Multivac, but only as part of his fathers file.” He glared .1‘1
Leemy. “Doesn't everyone know that unul eighteen a youngsier
does not file lis own reports with Muluivac but that s §

ather
does it for him? Don't I know 1t? Don't you?”

“You mean Multivac didn't mean Joe Manners?” said Leemy

‘Multivac meant his minor son, and the youngster is gone,
now. With officers three deep around the house, he calmly walks
out and goes on you know what errand.”

He whirled to the telephone circuit to which the Corrections
officer stll clung, the minute break having given Othman Just
time enough to collect himsell and to assume a cool and self-
possessed mien. (It would never have done to throw a fit before
the eyes of the officer, however much good it did in purging his
spleen.)

He said, “Officer, locate the younger son who has disappeared.
Take every man you have, if necessary. Take every man available
in the distnet, if necessary: 1 shall give the appropriate orders. You
must find that boy at all costs.”

Yes, sir”

Connection was broken. Othman said, “Have another run-
down on the probabilities, Leemy”

Five minutes later, Leemy said, “Its down to 19.6 percent. It
Lic'\\ﬂ "

Othman drew a long breath. *We're on the right track at
last.”
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Ben Manners sat in Booth 5-B and puncheg out slowly

is Benjamin Manners, number MB-718334]2 My h”h(’\:sjtr‘tmu.
Manners, has been arrested but we don't knoy v:hal Crime hkph
planning. Is there any way we can help him> e 1s

He sat and waited. He might be on|

Y Sixteen byt he
enough to know that somewhere those words were

was old
hemg whirled

into the most complex structure ever conceived by man, that a
trillion facts would blend and co-ordinate into 4 whole, and (har
from that whole, Multivac would abstract the beg help
The machine clicked and a card emerged. It had an answer on

it, a long answer. It began, “Take the Cxpressway to Washington
D.C., at once. Get off at the Connecticut Avenue stop Ym[ will
find a special exit, labelled "Muluvac’ with a guard Inform the

guard you are a special courier for Dr Trumbuli and he

will let
you enter

“You will be n a comidor. Proceed along it ull you reach a small
door labelled ‘Interior” Enter and say to the men inside. Message
for Dr. Trumbull” You will be allowed 1o pass. Proceed on—"

It went on mn this fashion. Ben could not see the application 10
his question, but he had complete faih in Multivac. He left a1 a

run, heading for the expressway to Washington

The Corrections officers traced Ben Manners to the Balumore sta-
tion an hour after he had left. A shocked Harold Quimby found
himsell flabbergasted at the number and importance of the men
who had focussed on him in the search for a sixteen-year-old

“Yes, a boy,” he said, “but 1 don't know where he went to after
he was through here. 1 had no way of knowing that anyone was
looking for him. We accept all comers here. Yes, I can get the
record of the question and answer "

They looked at the record and televised 1t to Central
Headquarters at once.

Othman read it through, turned up his eyes, and collapsed
They brought him to almost at once He said to Leemy weakly,
“Have them catch that boy And have a copy of M ultivacs answer
made out for me. There’s no way anymore, no way out | must se¢
Gulliman now.”
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| THe TROUBLES OF THE WORL
 Gulliman had never seen Ali Othman as much perturheq
] « ;
. | warching the co-ordinators wild eyes now seng
anc i
own his spine.

©ou mean, Othman? What do yoy

Bert
: d
helore ‘
kle ol wce W ater d

o “What doy

He qammered,
-

orse than murder?

| worse than just murder.

quite ‘pale. “Do you mean assassination of 4

* (It did cross his mind that he hin.

”TL'J” W

Muct

Gulliman was

RPY

high government official’
self—)

Othman nodded. “Not just a government official. The govern-

ment official.”
“The Sec retary-General?”
even. Much more. We deal with a plan (o as-

said Gulliman in an appalled whisper.

“More than that,
<assinate Muluvac!”
SWHAT!

‘For the first ime m the hstory of Multivac, the computer

came up with the report that 1t itsell was in danger.”
“Why was I not at once informed?”

Othman half-truthed out ol it “The matter was so unprece-
dented. sir. that we explored the situation first before daring to
put 1t on official record.”

But Multvac has been saved, of course? Its been saved?”

“The probabilities of harm have declined to under 4 percent. 1

am waiting for the report now.”

“Message for Dr. Trumbull,” said Ben Manners to the man on the
high stool, working carefully on what looked like the controls of
a stratojet cruiser, enormously magnified.

“Sure, Jim,” said the man. “Go ahead.”

Ben looked at his instructions and hurried on. Evenually, he
DOWN

would find a tiny control lever which he was to shift toa
ght

posiion at a moment when a certain indicator spot would i
up red
He heard an agitated voice behind him, then another, and

suddenly. two men had him by his elbows. His feet were lifted off
lhr ﬂugr
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One man said, “Come with us, boy.”
Al Othmans face did not noticeably hghten th
c ¢ ne

) 5a1C WS eve
though Gulliman said with great relief, “If we bmveri . even
€

Multivac 1s safe.” boy. then

“For the moment.”
Gulliman put a trembling hand to his forehead “Wha 4 1 i
‘ve h: any ‘ at a haj

hour I've had. Can you imagine what the destruction of Mult
Ivac

for even a short time would mean? The governmeny would b

ave

collapsed: the economy broken down. It would have mean d
. " 4 ant dev-
astation worse—" His head snapped up, “What do you mean fo
) an for

the moment?”

“The boy, this Ben Manners, had no intention of doing harm
He and his family must be released and compensation for false
imprisonment given them. He was only following Multivacs in-
:rll:itl::“m order to help his father and its done that. His father

“Do you mean Multivac ordered the boy to pull a lever under
circumstances that would burn out enough circuits to require a
month’s repair work? You mean Multivac would suggest its own
destruction for the comfort of one man?”

“It’s worse than that, sir. Muluvac not only gave those mstruc-
tions but selected the Manners family in the first place because
Ben Manners looked exactly like one of Dr Trumbulls pages so
that he could get into Multivac without being stopped.”

“What do you mean the family was selected™

“Well, the boy would have never have gone to ask the question
if his father had not been arrested. His father would never have
been arrested if Multivac had not blamed him for planmng the
destruction of Multivac. Multivac’s own action started the chain of
events that almost led to Muluvacs destruction.”

“But theres no sense to that,” Gulliman said m a pleading
voice. He felt small and helpless and he was virtually on his
knees, begging this Othman, this man who had spent nearly
lifetime with Muluvac, Lo reassure him.

Othman did not do so He said, “This is Multivacs 1
along this line as far as I know In some ways. i planned well

rst attempt
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ALL THE TROUBLES OF THE WORLD

amily. Tt carefully did not distinguish between

e might |
It chose the nght ) s N
| us off the track. It was still an amateur 4

father and son 10 senc
ough It could not overc

bability of its own destruction as increac.mg
k down the wrong road. It could not avoiq

the game th ome its OWn instructions thag
e game, L
led it to report the pro
with every step we 100
answer it gave the youngster. With further practice

recording the
it. Tt will learn to hide certain facts, fail

it will probably learn dece
ord others. From now on, eve
in it of its own destruction. We will never know. Ang
entually Multivac will succeed. 1 think,

{o rec ry instruction it gives may have
the seeds
however careful we are, eV
Mr. Gulliman, you will be the

Gulliman pounded his desk in fury. “But why, why, why?
Damn you, why? What is wrong with it? Can't it be fixed?”

‘| don't think so,” said Othman, in soft despair. “I've never
thought about this before. I've never had the occasion to until this

now that 1 think of it, it seems to me we have

last Chairman of this organization.”

happened. but
reached the end of the road because Multivac is too good.

Multivac has grown so comphcated, its reactions are no longer
those of a machine, but those of a living thing.”

“You're mad, but even so0?”

“For fifty years and more we have been loading humanity’s
troubles on Multivac, on this living thing. We've asked it to care
for us, all together and each individually. We've asked it to take
all our secrets into itself; we've asked it to absorb our evil and
guard us against it. Each of us brings his troubles to it, adding his
bit to the burden. Now we are planning to load the burden of
human disease on Multivac, too.”

Othman paused a moment, then burst out,
Multivac bears all the troubles of the world on its shoulders and
1t is tired.”

“Madness. Midsummer madness,” muttered Gulliman.

“Then let me show you something. Let me put it to th
May I have permission to use the Multivac circuit line here in
your office?”

“Why?”

“To ask it a question no one has ever asked Multiv

“Mr. Gulliman,

e test.

ac before.”

punched out the question with deft strokes: “Myl
=1 vac,
you yourself want more than anything else?” W

The moment between question and answer lengthened unb
. ¢d unbe
ably, but neither Othman nor Gulliman breathed ¢
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ulliman {

e ol an 1n quick

«No. But it will tell us what we want 10 kp i\ . alarm
ow

The Chairman hesitated a trifle. Then he said, “(
dld, ) ¢ :
Othman used the instrument on Gullimans g 5}'\‘ ;Tead
> desk. His f

“will you do it harm?” asked G

Ingers
hat do

ar-

And there was a clicking and a card popped out. It was a small

card. On it, in precise letters, was the answer:

“] want to die.”

RESPONDING PERSONALLY
1.1In your response journal, list the many troubles of the world
likely experienced by Multivac. Compare your list wath that
of another student.
2. For paragraph writing: Is the story’s premise plausible? Can
computers be as autonomous, secretive, powerful, and sell-
conscious as Multivac?

RESPONDING CRITICALLY

3. What evidence from the story suggests that Ben and other
characters see Multivac as a god? What effect does their view
have on the plot and resolution?

4 How is this future world nearly perfect? What role does
Multivac play in this new world order?

5. What is the essential flaw of Multivac? Why does 1t malfunc-
tion? Why don't the humans suspect Multivac? What throws
them off from finding the truth?

6. How is suspense created in the story? W

suspenseful moments in the story?

hat are the most

RESPONDING CREATIVELY i L
7. Write a computer doctors analysis of Muluvacs problem



